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PeaCHY-RARDOLPH HOUSE
Willianstury, James City Countly, Virginie

Own wiliismsbury hestoraticn

Date of erection: [Probebiy c. 1725

Frecent copdition: Good, restorec

Description:

The {orm of the house has undergone changee, and the original
Gegign is not certain. At present it is a long two-story house, a
modified "LY in plan, with a new oncwaﬂdwa-half~=tory wing to the
ezst, This *afttr was corstructed in 1940 on olc foundstions. The
yest end of the house is a unit of four reooms to & floor with
center chimney, giving cormer firepleces. The east section (now
widdle) is one room deep sand coumprises oniy a hall and one large
roow on each floor. When the house wes increased 1n size the two
unite were joined s0 tnat the south ifront becswe a precticelly sym-
metrical facade ¢f seven bays with the coor centered. The struc-
ture is frame, weatherboardea, but at tie second-floor line is &
raisecd tand to simulate & string course. The cornice has medil-
iions, including one «t esch of the engles, ag ir charascteristic in
Willismsburg. The window sash is lergely original and has nine-
over-nine lights in the lower range ena six-over-nine in the upper.
The center cnimney appears alt the anple of the hip. The ezst end
ig gpeblea, with irunt and resr slopes of cifferent pitches.,

On the interior there is much original trim. The stair was
CemOVEN Hany years ago and that in place in 1939 war gpproximately
& copy oi that in the wythe house. The east rcom has the finest
elghteenth-century paneling in Williemsburg. ALl welle &re pan<
eled, ana the north and south walls are plerced by a series of win-
cows. The fireplace well hes o lerge marble mantel with an nori-
montel penel ¢f plein faclag. bDoth edges of the marvle are worked
with moulcea chamfers, thut on the jambs of the fireplace cehtinu~
ing scrogs the head. The penel zhove ig ws:ked with & broad shal-
low facsimile of & wood beveled ant moulded punel. Theve ds &
narrow marvie shelf, An unususl feature of tiie fireploice ig tast’
the jaabs zre ol pauged brick. & peir ol woors flaniing the mentel
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iesd to large lightea closets. The doors have sn unusuel nanel sr—-

rangement, with the panels arranges sylagetricalily abOPt the narrow

ack dll, first a peir of _ong pénels, then sacrt norizentel gnes
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The lo*#—haud TOSH ir wece eiaborately ornelec wnd hos ioat 1t§
original mantel. This is &lmost certeinly that ehown i *“anx,
feillis! Ciu Celondel ir Cpltchﬂ“c zgnd Furaiture as "dentel in ﬁLI-
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liswmsburg in House Occuplew by Lafayette in 1824" (Cecorpe M. Polley
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ane Company, Dosten, 1837).

An examination of the freming of the roof of the west portion
showg that 1t once had 2 valley rumaing ezst and west between two
hipped or gabled divisions. The water from the valley wae led by
trough hewn out of & sclid oak piece to the west wall. The valley
was apvarently filled in beceause the roof leaked.
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